COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Community Survey

2020 RESULTS




HOMEOWNERS

94% were homeowners,
compared to 78% of DeForest's
total population that lived in
owner-occuiped residences per
a 2018 U.S. Census Bureau
estimate.

2020

614 Respondents

CHILDREN

55% of all respondents reported
having school-aged children in
the house. About 40% of
DeForest households had
individuals under 18 per a
2018 U.S. Census estimate.

Who Responded?

2012

372 Respondents

AGE

4% of respondents were
between 19 and 29 years of age,
30% of respondents were
between 30 and 39 years of age,
24% were between 40 and 49,
26% between 50 and 64, and
16% were 65 or over.

RESIDENCY

Respondents were mixed
between long-term and shorter-
term residents. 30% have been

residents for less than 5 years,
and 31% for more than 20 years.



Top 3 Reasons for Choosing
DeForest

Please provide the top three reasons why you or your family chooses to
live in DeForest

Small community atmosphere I
Close to Madison

Safe

Schools

2020

Near friends and family
Close to job #1: Small Community Atmosphere
Recreational resources, like parks, trails, and programs
Home prices

Next to Interstate and/or Highway 51

Property taxes

2012

#1: Good Schools

Open space in area
Close to shopping and services

Fasy to get around

Close to health care
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Change in Living Experience

How has the overall experience of living in the Village

changed over the past five years?
IMPROVED: WHY?

e Added schools & facilities
e |[ncreased and expanded
recreational opportunities and
amentities
Improved, 39% e |ncreased property values

No Opinion, 7%

Declined, 19%“

Stayed about
the Same, 35%

DECLINED: WHY?

e High property taxes
e High housing costs
e Too much growth too quickly



Future Residential Growth
Which of the following statements best reflects your
attitude on future residential growth?
Mo opinion, 11%
DeForest should REVERSAL FROM 2012
_~— encourage further 39% - Village should encourage
residential further residential growth

growth, 27%

25% - Villages should try to slow

DeF t should
erorest shou residential growth

not enourage or
try to slow

residential
growth, 24%

§

DeForest should
try to slow
residential

growth, 38%



Housing Preferences

What types of housing should the Village promote?

Single family housing, <$300,000

Senior housing with lower-than-average costs
Single family housing, $300,000-$350,000
Single family housing, $350,000-$500,000
Apartments with average rents

Housing mixed with commercial uses

Senior housing with average or higher-than-average costs
Condominiums

Single family housing, >$500,000

Apartments with lower-than-average rents
Duplexes

Apartments with higher-than-average rents
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HIGHLY RANKED

e Single family housing of different
costs (except over $500,000)

e Senior housing with lower-than-
average costs

e Apartments with average rents



Affordable Senior Housing

Would you support construction of more housing
that is affordable for senior citizens with less-than-

Yes, but

elsewhere in
the Village, 25%

average incomes?

No, 13%

-

Yes, including in
or near my
neighborhood,
62%

STRONG SUPPORT

9 out of 10 respondents supported
construction of more housing that is
affordable for senior citizens with
less-than-average incomes.



Other Affordable Housing

Would you support construction of more housing
that is affordable for all persons with less-than-
average incomes?

No, 42%

Yes, including in

/— or near my
neighborhood,

27%

Yes, but

elsewhere in
the Village, 31%

NO: WHY? CONCERNS OVER:

Increased property taxes due to
increased service demands
Decreased values of existing
homes

Increased crime



Economic Development Support

DeForest should encourage more
industrial businesses to locate here

No Opinion,
14%

Strongly
Disagree, 5% \

Disagree,
16%

SLrongly
Agree, 25%

Agree, 40%

DeForest should encourage further
revitalization of its downtown area

_ No Openion,

Strongly 5%

Desagree, 3%

Dusagree, 6%

Strongly
Agree, 505%

Agrea, 35%

DeForest should encourage more retail and
commercial service businesses to locate here

SLrongly
Disagree, 2% No Opinion, 3%
Disagree, 5% \‘
Strongly Agree,
a7

Agree, 43%

MOST HIGHLY RANKED

e More retail and commercial
service businesses
e Downtown revitalization

DeForest should encourage more office and
research businesses to locate here

NG OpIneon,
11%

Stronghy
Disagree, 2% \
Disagree, 5% &

Agres, 43%

Stronghy Agree,
36%



Development Priorities

As the Village considers future development proposals, what should

its highest priorities be in evaluating such proposals?

Reserving lands for parks and recreation
Matural area preservation

Managing school impacts

Managing traffic impacts

Impact on surrounding neighborhoods
Creating jobs

Storm water management

Achieving good building design and landscaping
Increasing property values

Land owner rights

Increasing housing options

Impact on intergovernmental relationships

Other (please specify)
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HIGHEST PRIORITIES

e Reserving lands for parks and
recreation

e Natural area preservation

e Managaing school, traffic, and
neighborhood impacts

2012 VS. 2020

e Managing traffic impacts was a
greater concernin 2020 vs. 2012

e |ncreasing property values was a
lesser concernin 2020

350 400



Future Village Vision

...invest in the downtown and other
older parts of the Village

...increase commercial options, (38 responses)

especially restaurants and grocery
stores with mixed opinions on larger- ...manage or lower property taxes (52
scale retail uses (103 responses) responses)

..retain its "village" or "small
community” character
(37 responses)

...build community recreational
facilities, such as a community pool,
community center, and/or additional
2518 B PR (10 MEepoises) ...slow growth (45 responses) , , , o
...invest in and or improve existing
infrastructure, such as roads and

highways (22 response)



Community Amenity Wishes

...pickleball courts or tennis courts

..increase trails throughout the (19 responses)
Village, connecting to existing local
trails and to trails in nearby

communities (60 responses) ...a community center, recreation
center, or youth center

(26 responses)

...none; instead, maintain and
iImprove existing infrastructure
....Skate park (14 responses) (10 responses)

Note: Respondents were asked to look
° ° ° beyond the current community pool initiative.



Common Final Comments

Slow growth, particularly apartments
but also larger single-family home

subdivisions

Decrease the tax burden on
residents

Continue to promote and expand
DeForest's trail system and park
system

Encourage and promote commercial
and retail development

Retain DeForest's roots as a small-
town, family-friendly, safe
community



Comprehensive Plan
Update -

GET INVOLVED: <
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